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This Thing Called Greatness 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: The following essay by 
Dr. Bell, first published in April, 1947, rec ewed 
considerable attention at the time. It ts being 
reprinted by request.) 


but whosoever will be great among 
you, let him be your minister; and whoso- 
ever will be chief among you, let him be 
your servant.” Matt. 20:26-27. 


Lurking within each heart there lie some 
aspirations to greatness. To distinguish between 
that which God considers great and that which 
attracts the plaudits of the world is not always 
easy. In fact, it is difficult to ascertain at times 
and it is doubly difficult to reach. 


Because man looks on the outward appear- 
ance it is easy to confuse tinsel with gold, the 
false for the true, the temporary for the lasting. 


Every Christian should aspire to true great- 
ness, not only because it is the Lord’s will for 
him but also because in these qualities he mag- 
nifies the Gospel which he professes. One of 
the great shortcomings of contemporary Chris- 
tianity is that too few of us commend the faith 
we profess by the lives we live each day in 
our dealings with others. 


In the Bible, by example, by precept, by com- 
mand we learn many things which should char- 
acterize truly great people. 

They are people of service. The natural man 
serves himself and his own personal interests 
before anything else. The regenerate man 
should serve others. Paul expressed it this way: 
“Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others.” This 
entails a concern for the welfare of others and 
this concern must be translated into action 
where necessary. 


Greatness involves discipline. These are days 
when self-gratification is far more prevalent 
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than discipline of any kind. Our own actions, 
our habits, our deliberate choices are so often 
the very antitheses cf those Christ would have 
us make. Paul recognized the danger of such 
a lack of discipline and wrote: “But I keep un- 
der my body, and bring it into subjection: lest 
that by any means, when I heve preached to 
others, | myself should be e castaway.” Strong 
stuff? Yes, and how few of us attain to such 
greatness! 


True greatness means a dedicated heart, an 
eye single to God’s service regardless of the con- 
sequences. Such dedication often involves a 
clean-cut choice of a path we know is neither 
attractive nor easv, but in that way lies the road 
to greatness by God’s standards. 


Again, the greatness about which Christ talks, 
means a surrendered will. To separate this from 
a dedicated heart is neither easy nor necessary. 
But what is required is an act of the will where- 
by we renounce the right to say yes to self and 
say yes to Christ. It is a volitional act and one 
we must make ourselves. 


Another sign of Christian greatness is an 
enriched mind, one trained and also filled with 
worth-while things. “Whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are hcnest, whatsoeve things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report: if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things” . a phil- 
osophy of other-worldly idealism? No, a _prac- 
tical road to true earthly greatness through the 
enriching of the mind. 


Faithfulness is another characteristic of the 
truly great. It is not the greatness of the task 
but the faithfulness with which any task is car- 
ried out which honors the Lord and makes for 
greatness of character. Faithfulness does not 
require supervision, nor does it measure success 
by human acclaim. It is not a trait best exem- 
plified in an emergency; rather it is something 
which enables us to carry to its rightful con- 
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clusion a work which may become wearing in 
the extreme. 


The most convincing evidence of true great- 
ness is seen in the lives of those Christians who 
day by day show the fruits of the Holy Spirit 
in their contacts with others. The world does 
not associate love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance with greatness, but God does. In this cata- 
logue of Christian graces nothing is said about 
power, influence, prestige, organization, intel- 
lect, money, position and other things rated 
high by the world. All of these may have their 
legitimate place and rightful usage, but there 
are things which are infinitely more important 
and it is ours to either choose or reject them. 


Paul chose the road of greatness by willing- 
ness to be weak that Christ’s power might be 
manifested in him. He chose the same road 
when he determined that the faith of his hearers 
should be founded in the power of God and 
not in enticing words of men’s wisdom. Far 
from being an anti-intellectual in this attitude 
he demonstrated for all generations to follow 
that the greatest are those who give their all to 
glorify and magnify the crucified Saviour. 

—L. N. b. 


A Lower Morality 


Along with the cheapening of marriage and 
the condoning of divorce for any cause, anothet 
instance of the lowering of moral standards 
is the wide-spread attack on capital punishment. 
Recently the news services have reported the 
Governor of Florida as saying, “Only God can 
give human life; man should not take it away.” 





Such a statement has little logic to commend 
it. If all our knowledge of God comes by revela- 
tion, and if God’s revelation explicitly allows 
and even commands capital punishment, then 
the statement quoted is an affront to God. 
Now, as a matter of fact, God’s revelation in- 
deed commands capital punishment, both in the 
Old Testament and in the New. 


But perhaps those who make the original 
statement neither believe the Bible nor base 
their knowledge of God on revelation. Then 
we must ask how they obtain any knowledge 
of God. Though the arguments are rather long 
and technical, and therefore cannot be repro 
duced here, it can pretty well be shown that 
man either has no knowledge of God at all o1 





The Florida Governor is also reported as 
saying (and if he did not say it, other people 
have), “the prespect of life imprisonment is a 
far worse prospect than death itself.” 

Are we then to believe that those who oppose 
capital punishment are motivated by a desire 
to find a worse punishment? Perhaps they can 
add torture to life imprisonment. 

Of course this is not what they mean. They 
pose as humanitarians. But for this very reason 
their statement that life imprisonment is worse 
than death shows up their hypocrisy. They can- 
not have it both ways. They pose as alleviating 
the penalty while advocating something worse. 

It is also claimed that capital punishment 
does not deter. And since deterrence is supposed 
to be the reason for the penalty, capital punish- 
ment should be abolished. 

Again, there is little logic to such ideas. Omit- 
ting another lengthy discussion to show that 
deterrence is not the main reason for inflicting 
a penalty, one may ask does imprisonment for 
theft, for rape, for drunkenness deter? If failure 
to deter is a reason for abandoning penalties, 
then all penalties might as well be abandoned. 

But as a matter of fact, capital punishment 
does deter. I have never known an executed 
murderer to commit murder again. Capital pun- 
ishment is a perfect deterrent. Life imprison- 
ment is net. Murderers commit murders in jail. 

And however much humanitarians assert that 
murderers should not be paroled or pardoned, 
other humanitarians, or the same ones when we 
are not looking, contrive their release. Remem- 
ber Loeb and Leopold: one murdered in prison, 
the other freed though Bobby Franks remains 
dead. 

Crime can never be eradicated; but stricter 
laws and stricter law-enforcement would be of 
great help. What would be of equal help would 
be a conversi-n cf this lawless nation to Chris- 
tian standards of morality. Murder would not 
be minimized nor divorce condoned. And the 
theories of non-Christian criminologists would 
have little influence. 

—G. H. C. 
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Christian Economics 


There are so many angles from which the 
whole subject of economics may be approached 
that one is always in danger of over simplifica- 
tion on the one hand, or of ignoring certain 
basic truths, or exchanging them for theoretical 
approaches, and by either course end with in- 
evitable disaster. 


Today we are reaping the results of economic 
policies dictated by inept advisers or by pressure 
groups without reference to the facts of life in 
the world of finance. We are at the same time 
trying to maintain a standard of living which the 
world will not support and which is already in 
the process of pricing us out of the world mar- 
kets. 


West Germany, Japan and many other coun- 
tries have taken our methods and know-how 
and are producing goods for the world markets 
of comparable worth, and at a price with which 
we cannot compete. Even while there is a grow- 
ing concern over that which is taking place we 
find labor unions demanding higher wages and 
less time at work and capital capitulating to 
these demands and then passing on the cost to 
the consumer. The catch in the matter is that 
continued success depends on world markets and 
we can lose these markets and bring down our 
own inflated house of economic cards at the 
same time. 


The basic concept of a Christian philosophy 
of economics must include honesty, justice, 
fairness and willingness to work and a just wage 
for that work. Admitting the complexities of 
economics as such there are certain elements of 
sound common sense which are necessary if right 
is to prevail. 


One of these is the law of supply and demand. 
No individual or nation can afford to ignore 
the fact that an artificial tampering with this 
law inevitably brings a day of reckoning. 


Another law has to do with efficiency and 
need. No business has a right to exist which is 
not efficiently run, or for which there is not a 
justified need. The increased efficiency of farm- 
ing. methods has produced far more grain than 
we can consume. For this unused surplus the 
taxpayer continues to pay. For political pur- 
poses this matter has never been honestly faced. 
On the one hand we now pay farmers to cur- 
tail or not to plant certain crops; on the other 
we work to reclaim land and improve farming 
effectiveness. Some day a financial collapse of 
castastrophic proportions will do the adjusting 
for us and all will suffer. 


Today the average politician lacks the moral 
courage to effectively tackle the corruption 
found in many labor unions. For the sake of 
the votes he thinks will come from a segment 
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of society he refuses to take the moral stand so 
desperately needed — and which we firmly be- 
lieve would bring cheers (and votes) from the 
average member of the labor unions. At the 
same time the economic policies being advocated 
by some labor leaders are the same ones which 
have proven disastrous where tried abroad. 


Another element in a Christian philosophy 
of economics is one of simple honesty. It is 
dishonest to continue to spend more money than 
one expects to earn. Our government has con- 
tinued to live on this basis for nearly thirty 
years and as a result fifty-two cents of every 
dollar has already been lost to inflation. 


There are other groups who continue to 
prey on our future solvency. The Veterans Ad- 
ministration costs four billion dollars a year. 
Some genuine patriotism and honest politics 
could eliminate some three-fourths of this. 


Unquestionably much of our foreign aid pro- 
gram has been used to great advantage abroad, 
but again we face the cold realities of deficit 
spending, of which foreign aid is a part. Amer- 
ica’s position in the world will be strengthened 
far more by moral leadership than by dollars; 
principles enunciated and lived rather than by 
policies so often dictated by expediency. 


Our defense budget, more than one-half of 
our entire national expenditures, is inflated by 
those factors which have produced an inflated 
economy. An astute enemy, well sensing the 
situation, must gloat over the inevitable debacle 
she sees in the future. Nor will this be a failure 
of the capitalistic and free enterprise system. 
Rather it will result from selfishness on the part 
of millions who have demanded more and more 
without reference to whether more is available; 
who have looked to the government rather than 
to private initiative; who have wanted security 
more than freedom; material things more than 
fiscal honesty. 


To the reader it is now obvious that this 
writer is not an economist. Nevertheless, there 
are certain elements in personal and national 
finance which are as axiomatic as the proverbial 
two plus two makes four. Furthermore, it is 
obvious that for years we have violated these 
basic principles and unless we return to sane 
and honest policies the debacle is as inevitable 
as that of the foolish virgins who thought their 
lamps had a perpetual source of oil — only to 
awaken to reality too late. 


For a Christian philosophy of economics there 
are needed Christian men and women who will 
demand of those who represent them in the 
halls of Congress sound and honest financing in 
every area of our life. 

—L. N. B. 
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The Ad Interim Report on 
the Lord’s Day 


The ad interim committee which studied the 
question of the Christian Sabbath or the Lord's 
Day and reported to the recent General As- 
sembly made a serious attempt to face the issues 
raised by Seventh-Day Adventism. Our case for 
worship on the first day of the week is, I think, 
stronger even than the committee’s report indi- 
cates. It has never been better stated than in 
B. B. Warfield’s article, first published in 1918, 
“The Foundations Of The Sabbath In The 
Word Of God”. 


Warfield’s thesis is that the Fourth Command- 
ment just as much as the other nine is of uni- 
versal and perpetual obligation. In this com- 
mandment and in several others are elements 
which are not of the essence of moral law. This 
is evidenced by the way in which our Lord and 
the apostles broaden out and make Christian 
application of the Jewish decalogue (see, for 
example, the Sermon on the Mount, Romans 
13:8-10, Ephesians 6:1-3). The essence of the 
law is preserved; details strictly applicable to 
the Jew and his situation are not regarded as 
of the essence. 


The New Testament approach to the Fourth 
Commandment would thus be in terms of the 
principle that it required a keeping of one day 
in seven as holy unto the Lord. It may be ob- 
served that the Fourth Commandment does not 
say, as the ad interim committee’s report sug- 
gests, “the seventh day of the week” but simply 
the “seventh day”. In Old Testament times this 
was inevitably understood in terms of the sev- 
enth day of the week. And so would it have 
been in New Testament times, following age-old 
custom, were there not a new word from the 
Lord. The New Testament, as our committee’s 
report well brings out, quite evidently regards 
that word to have been spoken. And so we find 
the Church meeting for worship on the first day 
of the week. Six days are still given to labor; 
one day in seven is still given to the Lord in 
a holy resting and service. The commandment 
is still observed, though on a newly appointed 
day and in a newly appointed manner. To say 
less than this is to come not far from taking a 
dispensationalist position with respect to the 
decalogue. We do not have an option on keep- 
ing a day each week holy unto the Lord. We 
must do this because it is commanded of God. 
We do not have an option as to which day we 
shall keep, whether Thursday or some other 
week-day or Sunday. We are to keep the first 
day of the week in obedience to the Fourth 
Commandment as applied by the apostles in 
their understanding of the mind of their Lord. 


This is why the Confession of Faith and the 
Catechisms speak so specifically and so positive- 
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ly: “As it is of the law of nature that, in general, 
a due proportion of time be set apart for the 
worship of God; so, in His Word, by a positive, 
moral, and perpetual commandment, binding 
all men in all ages, He hath particularly ap- 
pointed one day in seven for a Sabbath, to be 
kept holy unto Him: which, from the beginning 
of the world to the resurrection of Christ, was 
the last day of the week; and from the resurrec- 
tion of Christ was changed into the first day of 
the week, which in Scripture is called the Lord’s 
Day, and is to be continued to the end of the 
world as the Christian Sabbath” (XXIII, 7). 
This is the historic Reformed and Presbyterian 
position. 


—R. S. 





What Is It Doing to You? 


Write this down and remember it — The 
Word of God never leaves us the same. Whether 
we read it or hear it preached — Whether it is 
taught to us or we hear it in song — It does 
one of two things to us, it either softens or 
hardens us. 


Moses went to Pharaoh and gave him a mes- 
sage from God, which was that he let the chil- 
dren of Israel go out from Eqypt to their prom- 
ised land in Canaan. In this case the message 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart and when the mes- 
sage was repeated over and over again his heart 
grew harder and harder. 


Paul, in Acts 26, gave the Word of God to 
King Agrippa, and it softened him somewhat 
but not enough. “Almost thou persuadest me to 
be a Christian” was as far as he got. 


Again Paul, in Acts 16, “sang praises unto 
God”, and afterwards “spake unto him (the Phil- 
lipian jailor) the Word of the Lord”, and the 
hard old jailor was softened and saved. 


As we sit in the pews on Sunday, as we hear 
the Word of God taught in the Sunday School, 
as we read our Bibles — what is it doing to us? 
Remember this — if it is not softening our 
hearts and tempering our lives with mercy and 
love, then it is veneering us with sophistication 
and complacence and finally our consciences 
become so calloused and our sensibilities so 
drugged that the only way the “still, small 
Voice” can make itself heard is to shout, and 
He won't do that. 


Take care, churchgoer, lest the unaccepted 
and/or unused “Word of God” sear your soull 
—R. LeC. 
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Nothing To Look Forward To 


“You had nothing to look forward to and no 
God to whom you could turn” (J. B. Phillips’ 
Translation) Eph. 2:12b 


A Home for Incurables is a sad place. In a 
hospital you have something to look forward 
to, a time when you can leave, a cured man. 
There is no such hope in the Home for Incur- 
ables, as far as their bodily health is concerned. 
Many of these men and women, however, have 
a bright future before them in the world to 
come for they are Christians and have some- 
thing to look forward to. 


And we who are Christians have everything 
to look forward to; “the best is yet to be”. 


We will have New Bodies free from the in- 
firmities of the flesh, free from aches and pains. 
The body we live in here may be frail and weak 
and diseased, but our body in the resurrection 
will be like His glorious Body when He came 
from the grave. 


We will have New Homes. However, beauti- 
ful and happy our home here on earth, our 
New Home will be better, for He has gone, the 
Builder of the universe, to prepare a place for us. 
We and our loved ones will be safe and secure 
in our New Home. 


We will have a New Pros’ :ct; not a few years 
of life on earth, but an ete ity to spend in the 
full enjoying of God. Just what that means we 
can only imagine, except as it has been revealed 
to us by the Spirit. It is far beyond anything 
we can think of. All things are ours, now, and 
forever. 


Yes, we have so much to look forward to. 
Should not our hearts go out in pity to those 
who are without hope and without God; nothing 
to look forward to? Every unsaved man ought 
to be a burden upon our hearts. Through 
Christ he, too, may have something to look for- 
ward to. If you are unsaved, come and join us 
as we look forward to a blessed eternity with 
Him. 

—jJ. K. P. 





“Lo, I Will Be With You Alway” 


The promise of Our Lord that He will be with 
us always is a cheerful message that has strength- 
ened millions in their hour of anxiety. It has 
stood the test of time and remains a faithful 
passage of Scripture, an ever-present verse to 
lead us through the darkest moments of life. 


Regardless of what is happening around us 
or to us, Jesus is here. His presence is felt when 
we fail, when we suffer, when we worry, when 


we laugh or when we cry. He is willing to help 
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us and we often ignore His outstretched hands. 
He will bind up the wounds, He will walk with 
us, He will share our burdens. 


He will grieve if we fail Him, He will forgive 
if we only ask Him. He will lead us out of our 
wilderness. He will approve our feeble efforts 
to speak for Him, He will forget our weaknesses 
and will share our happiness. 


You cannot escape Him. “Lo, I will be with 
you alway,” and He never leaves our side. We 
would be lost and miserable if He should. He 
is a friend and helper who knows every thought, 
who guides every footstep and selects every word 
we speak if we remember to let Him. Try shar- 
ing your life with Him. 

—Ralph Brewer 





Retribution 
As Viewed by 
Southern Presbyterian Leaders 


Before me is a term paper on this theme. The 
student has detailed citations from R. L. Dab- 
ney’s Theology, from Sermons by John L. Gir- 
ardeau and by B. M. Palmer, from the Rock of 
our Salvation and The Grace of Christ by Wm. 
S. Plumer and from the Collected Writings of 
James H. Thornwell. I am quite sure that these 
positions are symtomatic of the views of many 
other of our past leaders. For example, Peck 
was a disciple of Thornwell and Hodge, an as- 
sociate of Plumer in the First Church of Rich- 
mond until the Second Church was established 
there. 


In the writings specifically cited all are quite 
clear as to no uncertain notes here. Beyond 
this awesome occasion stretched out for some an 
everlasting punishment. These leaders of our 
Church emphasized and preached these doc- 
trines. 


Somewhat more recently, my predecessor Dr. 
Richard Clark Reed chose as his moderatorial 
sermon the subject HELL. It was not that Dr. 
Reed was hard. Indeed he was the most gracious 
man one could meet. Those who think that 
there is any incompatibility between gracious- 
ness and preaching the solemnity of the judg- 
ment and eternal separation may remind them- 
selves that our Lord Jesus Christ is that Bible 
teacher Who has most to say about the Judg- 
ment and everlasting punishment. 


The Southern Presbyterian Worthies were 
clear as to the tremendous issues at stake in the 
preaching of the Gospel and the sending forth of 
missionaries. Accordingly, they wrought mightily 
for God. May our generation have grace to 
stand upon the shoulders of these giants of 
grace and give no uncertain sound with the 
trumpets of dawn. 


—W. C. R. 
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Creeping Universalism 


On this and following pages of this issue there 
is a sermon by Dr. J. Gresham Machen on the 
Christian View of Missions. 


My reason for writing on this subject — for 
choosing this sermon — is a deep concern for 
the mission program of our church. We now 
have less missionaries than at anytime in the 
past ten years, and seem to be going backwards 
in many respects. There is no longer any mis- 
sionary concern or zeal in the large majority 
of our local churches, in spite of numerous pro- 
grams to present the cause of missions and 
“much commotion”. I believe that the deep 
underlying cause behind this fact is that we 
are no longer presenting the true “Christian 
View of Missions” to our people. Mainly we are 
no longer setting before them the true motive 
behind missions. As far as I’m concerned, I 
believe that the motive that has sent the great 
missionaries of the past on their lonesome but 
glorious journeys has been the deep conviction 
these men held that unless the heathen heard 
and accepted the Gospel they were going to 
Hell. 


I had an unusual experience recently. I was 
listening to a Doctor (M.D.) who is working 
in one of our missionary hospitals in Japan 
speak in chapel. He told of how he led an aged 
Japanese man on his death bed to accept Christ 
as Saviour. Then he said: “There — in only 
a matter of minutes, a soul saved from eternal 
Hell.” That sentence jarred on my ears. I 
asked myself why — for I believed he spoke 
the truth. Then I realized why — because I 
never hear such a thing said — never hear Hell 
mentioned or the heathen spoken of as going 
there. I discussed the matter with a member 
of the Mission of our Southern Presbyterian 
Church. He said, and I agreed, that our church 
is slowly succumbing to a creeping universalism. 
I believe that is the biggest danger we have to 
face at the present — it’s the most deadening 
thing I know of! Then I came across this ser- 
mon of Machen’s. I believe he was fighting in 
a more open battle the very thing we are fight- 
ing a cold war with now in our church. Perhaps 
if we would ponder this sermon of his it might 
inspire us to present the cause of missions more 
truly, more earnestly. 


I have endeavored simply to edit Mac'ien’s 
sermon, including in my condensation what I 
felt to be the core of his message, and the points 
that need stressing today. I have used his words 
mostly, on occasion, however, I change them 
to meet the need of condensation. 


Frank M. Barker, Jr. 

Member South Highlands Presbyterian 
Church, Birmingham 

Student Columbia Theological 
Seminary 


MAY 20, 1959 





The Christian View of Missions 


* Found in What is Christianity?, Eerdman’s 
1951. 


Sermon by J. Gresham Machen condensed by 
Frank M. Barker, Jr. 

Some nineteen hundred years ago a remark- 
able movement emerged from the obscurity of 
Palestine into the cosmopolitan life of the Ro- 
man Empire. That movement was the Chris- 
tian Church. 


What were its characteristics in those first 
glorious days? 


This question is important for at least two 
reasons. In the first place, the Church in those 
first days had everything that it so signally lacks 
today. It had joy, it had power, it had life. 
Perhaps that life and that power may be re- 
gained if we return to what the Church was 
then. In the second place, by considering what 
the Church was then we can answer the question 
what can rightly bear the name “Christian” to- 
day? If we have a new thing, let us use a new 
name; but if we claim to be Christian, we must 
show some conformity to that to which the 
name “Christian” was first applied. 


One thing, at least, is clear, on the basis of 
all our sources of historical information. The 
earliest Christian Church was a missionary 
Church. There was evidently a tremendous 
urge among those early Christians to carry their 
message to the ends of the earth. 


What, then, was the mission of that missionary 
Church? What was the Christianity that it 
propagated in that ancient Roman world? 

In the first place, the Christianity that it 
propagated did not present itself as a new re- 
ligion. On the contrary, it appealed to an an- 
cient revelation; and it claimed to stand in the 
full continuity of an age-long plan of God. It 
should never be forgotten — though it often 
is forgotten — that the Christian Church at 
the very beginning had a Bible. Its Bible was 
the Old Testament; and it regarded that Bible 
as the Word of God, just as Bible-believing 
Christians regard the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments today. 

In so regarding the Old Testament, it was in 
exact accord with the Person Whom it present- 
ed as the foundation of its life — namely, Jesus 
Christ. One thing is clear to the historian. 
Jesus of Nazareth, whether we like it or not, 
did hold the view of the Old Testament which 
was generally accepted in the Israel of His day; 
He did hold the Old Testament to be true 
throughout; He did hold it to be authoritative 
and divine. When He said that some of its com- 
mands were temporary, and were to be supersed- 
ed or modified in the new era which His sov- 
ereign coming ushered in, He did not at ali mean 
that those commands were not commands of God, 
absolutely valid in the sphere and in the time 
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in which they were intended by God to prevail. 
From the beginning Christianity was a religion 
founded upon a Book. 


That Book proclaimed, and the early Church 
proclaimed on the basis of it, in the first place, 
the one living and true God, Maker of Heaven 
and earth; and that proclamation was the basis 
of everything else that the Church proclaimed. 
“Ye turned to God.” says Paul, in describing 
his missionary preaching, his preaching to un- 
converted people at Thessalonica, “ye turned 
to God from idols to serve the living and true 


God.” 


In the second place, again on the basis of the 
Old Testament Scriptures, the early Church pro- 
claimed the universal sinfulness of mankind— 
a mankind lost under the guilt and the power 
of sin, and subject to the wrath of God. 


Men do not like that doctrine of the wrath 
of God today, but every historian must admit 
that it was at the very foundation of the mes- 
sage of the earliest Christian Church. What 
is more, that same doctrine was at the very 
heart of the teaching of Jesus. If you want the 
really terrible description of the wrath of God 
and of the divine retribution for sin in the 
other world, do not turn to the theologians of 
the Church or even to the Apostle Paul. But 
turn to the teaching of Jesus of Nazareth — 
His teaching not only as it is recorded in the 
New Testament, but even as it has been recon- 
structed and reduced by modern negative criti- 
cism. 


I know that people tell us it is an unworthy 
thing to appeal to the motive of fear. In mis- 
sionary endeavor, particularly, they tell us, that 
motive is out of date. But it is strange that 
those who tell us that, should appeal to Jesus 
as their authority in religion. For if there ever 
was a religious teacher who appealed to the 
motive of fear, it was Jesus. “Be not afraid of 
them that kill the body,” He said, “and after 
that have no more that they can do. But I will 
forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, 
which after he hath killed hath power to cast 
into Hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.” These 
words are no mere excrescence in the teaching 
of Jesus. No, they are at the very heart of it; 
they give to the ethical teaching of Jesus its 
stupendous earnestness. And they are also at 
the very heart of the missionary message of the 
earliest Christian Church. 

One thing is perfectly clear — no missionary 
work that consists merely in presenting a thing 
that has proved to be mildly valuable in the 
experience of the missionary himself, which he 
thinks may perhaps prove helpful in foreign 
lands in building up a better life upon this 
earth, can possibly be regarded as real Christian 
missions. At the very heart of the real Chris- 
tian missionary message is the conviction that 
every individual hearer to whom the missionary 
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goes is in deadly peril, and that unless the mes- 
sage is heeded he is without hope in this world 
and in the dreadful world that is to come. 


Then, on the basis of those two great presup- 
positions — the awful holiness of God, and a 
mankind lost under the guilt and power of sin— 
the first Christian missionaries preached Jesus 
Christ. 

But how did they preach Him? Every his- 
torian must admit they proclaimed Jesus not 
primarily as an Example or as an Inspirer, but 
as a Saviour from divine wrath and from the 
awful bondage of sin. In so proclaiming Him 
they appealed to their holy Book. They preached 
Him as the fulfillment of a glorious divine 
Promise, as the culmination of a mighty di- 
vine Plan. 

However, they also proclaimed Him in the 
great wealth of fresh information handed on 
by those who had seen and heard Him when He 
was on earth. In particular, they proclaimed 
His death and His resurrection. “You are justly 
subject to God’s wrath and curse,” they said, 
“but Christ took that curse upon Himself, He 
died there on the Cross in your stead. That 
just and holy God, Creator and Ruler of the 
world, is also God of an infinite love; He sent 
His eternal Son to die for you. That One Who 
died is risen from the dead. He lives, and He is 
waiting for you to trust Him and have life.” 

At the basis of the Christian message, in other 
words, was not an exhortation, but a gospel; not 
a program, but a piece of news. The early 
Christian Church was radically doctrinal. It 
proclaimed facts: the facts about God the Father, 
the facts about mankind lost in sin, the facts 
about Jesus Christ. And it made Christ not mere- 
ly the author, but also the substance, of the Gos- 
pel. It did more than proclaim what He pro- 
claimed about God; it proclaimed Him. 

Some men tell us, that although that is what 
the early Church preached, that is not what 
Jesus preached, and we can now return from 
the early Church to Jesus Himself. He, they 
say, preached a simple and universal gospel of 
the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of 
man; and we ought now, rejecting all doctrinal 
accretions, to return to that simple gospel which 
Jesus preached. 

But is it not a strange thing that those first 
disciples of Jesus should so completely have 
misunderstood their Teacher’s words and work? 
And is it not strange that that misunderstanding 
of the teaching of Jesus should have been so 
much more powerful in the world than the teach- 
ing which it misunderstood? Yes, it is strange; 
and not only is it strange but it is untrue. Jesus 
was no mere proclaimer of a supposed universal 
Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man, 
but a divine Redeemer. 

I have set forth what Christian missions were 
in those first glorious days. I have tried to make 
you understand and sympathize with the joy 
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of those slaves and humble tradesmen in Corinth 
and in other places who faced the awful wrath 
of God and then found Jesus to be their Saviour 
from that wrath. 


But we need not be mere historians looking 
wistfully at the joys of those first glorious 
days of the Church without ever having them 
for ourselves. No, my friends, those same joys 


Modernism 





may be ours, and in exactly the same way. It 
may be that God may use even my poor words 
to speak to your soul and touch some forgotten 
chord in your heart and to bring again to your 
mind the great and precious promises of the 
holy Book. ““here may even now be one of 
you who will say: “All my wisdom, all my good- 
ness, all my striving are vain; oh, Lord Jesus, 
be my Saviour now!” 


A Deadly Disease 


By JACOB GARTENHAUS, D.D., Litt.D. 


Much has been said and written lately about 
“modernism”. Let us not make the mistake of 
thinking that this highly contagious disease is 
a new plague, a new epidemic, and thus look 
for new names of combatting it. “Modernism”’ 
is not at all modern; it is as old as man. 


The first family was already infected by it. 
Read carefully the story of the fall of man 
and you have the whole story of “modernism”. 


Our liberal theologians contend that where- 
as we live now in a “changed world”, we must 
also change our conception of God and His 
dealings with man. We cannot accept the God 
of the Bible for He is brutal in letting man sin 
and then condemning him to death and hell, 
and then commanding him to offer innocent 
animals, and finally even allowing the blood of 
His own Son to be shed to atone for man’s 
sins. Nor can we accept such “miracles” as the 
Virgin Birth, Resurrection, etc. Such things 
are inconceivable to the modern mind. 


Let us have a glance at the first “modern” 
theologian, his satanic majesty, the serpent. 
He saw man in his first happy state, innocent, 
sinless with no evil thoughts or desires in his 
mind. God provided him with all that was 
good for him. There was but one restriction: 
“Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” (Gen- 
esis 2:17). Man was quite satisfied; he had 
plenty of other fruit. But, Dr. Serpent could 
not endure to see harmony and happiness in 
this world. So this D.D.,Ph.D. who was more 
subtle than any beast, and expert in the modern 
science, of psychoanalysis, paid a visit to the 
woman. Why to the woman? Well, he looked 
upon her as the weaker sex thus would be more 
easily persuaded. Or, perhaps he knew where 
to find her (in those days woman’s place was 
in the home!). At once he began to confuse 
her by showing her how unfair God was in 
forbidding them to eat of the fruit of the knowl- 
edge of Good and Evil. And when she tried to 
defend her God, declaring that it was just the 
fruit of one tree that was forbidden and that 
He did it for their own good, for eating of it 
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meant death, the Rev. Dr. Serpent said, “Non- 
sense. You know you will not surely die!” 
“Life”, he said, “was an established law of na- 
ture and according to science the laws of nature 
never change. Furthermore, God is a good God 
and He would not let any of His children die, 
just because they ate a bit of fruit.” The sly 
serpent took advantage of a mistake Eve made, 
and used it to confuse and confound her. She 
misquoted God’s words by adding to them her 
own words, “Neither shall ye touch it.” That 
is one of the grave sins man sometimes commits. 
He will either leave out some of God’s Word 
or add to it some of his own words. 


The Talmud tells that when the serpent 
and Eve were standing near the tree, admiring 
it, the serpent gave her a little push so that 
she unwittingly touched it. “Well”, said the 
serpent, “you have touched it and did not die 
you might as well eat of it.” And she did, and 
gave some of it to Adam, thus bringing death 
not only to themselves, but to the world. 

The sequence of that story is well known. 
The only thing they gained from eating of the 
tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil was 
that their eyes were opened. And is not that 
what our “modernist” friends want: to “open 
our eyes” — to “enlighten” us with their blind- 
ing light? By so doing, they rob us of the 
precious promises which are ours through im- 
plicit faith in God’s Word which is a “lamp 
unto our feet and a light unto our path.” 

Man was created in the image of God, with 
a pure body fit to be the temple of the soul. By 
his disobedience it became defiled, the object 
of lust and, losing his innocence, he became 
aware of his nakedness and wanted to hide it. 
Before man sinned there was no need to cover 
his body because to the pure all things are pure. 
(Titus 1:15). 

Later we read that when the children of 
Israel became dissatisfied with the old fashioned 
conception of God they decided to make them- 
selves an up-to-date god, a golden calf as the 
advanced modern Egyptians had. Moses, we 
read, saw them “naked”, (see Exodus 32:25), 
a word which became synonymous with sin, 
shame, ignominy, filthiness. 
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It seemed that the ancient Hebrews up to 
the time of the Maccabean victory, were usually 
“modernists”. They changed their gods with 
the “changing times”; new times — new gods, 
new doctrines, new songs. They did not want 
any supernatural, doctrinal, trenscendental God; 
they wanted gods which they could perceive with 
their human senses. “Seeing is believing’ was 
their motto, which is also the truism of our 
present day “modernists.” But the caveman had 
already believed in this kind of theology. So 
did the men of later generations; when they 
used to change their gods in accordance with 
the time and place, and according to the latest 
scientific discoveries. 

The Hebrew prophets since Moses taught a 
different theology — a theology to which Christ 
bore witness and confirmed with His own blood. 





But the modern “liberal” does not believe it 
because the natural, i.e., the Adamic man can- 
not understand the things of God. (I Corin 
thians 2:14). There are other things which the 
modernist does not understand, and yet they 
are true. Is not all science trying to discover 
and understand forces of nature which have 
previously not been understood? 


Let us not be beguiled by the teachings of 
the sophisticated “modernists” whose aim is to 
destroy the faith of our fathers. But let us 
earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints. (Jude 1:3). For the 
assurance of our redemption rests only upon 
the Scripture promises and the full conviction 
that through the redemptive work of Christ 
alone are we saved. 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


4 Prophet Denounces Corruption 


Background Scripture: I Kings 21:1-22:40 
Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 22:1-5; 13-16 


Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man- 
servant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s. Take 
heed and beware of covetousness, for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesses. Covetousness, which is idolatry. In our lesson today we see what a terrible sin covetous- 


ness is and what it leads to. Covetousness, like envy, leads into manv grievous sins. 


In our Devotional Reading from Jeremiah 
the prophet is pronouncing a “woe unto him 
that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and 
his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbor's 
service without wages, and giveth him not for 
his work; that saith, I will build me a wide 
house and large chambers, and cutting him out 
windows; and it is ceiled with cedar, and painted 
with vermillion.” God takes account of the 
way we treat our neighbors and a king in His 
eves is no more than an ordinary man; in fact 
He holds kings even more accountable than 
someone who is in such a high position. When 
a king mistreats a neighbor God will certainly 
punish. 


In last Sunday’s lesson we saw something of 
Ahab and Jezebel. Today we see further into 
their character and the folly they wrought in 
Israel and the awful punishment that came 
to them. 


I. Ahab and Naboth’s Vineyard: 21:-29 


Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard close 
to the palace of King Ahab. The king wanted 
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this piece of land for a garden of herbs because 
it was near his house. He offered to buy it or 
trade a better vinevard. Naboth refused either 
to sell or trade. “The Lord forbid it me, that 
I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto 
thee”. God had made it plain to the Israelites 
when they settled the land of Canaan that they 
were to keep the land in the families to which 
it had been given and made laws to safeguard 
the inheritances of their fathers. This was to 
prevent the buying up of land by the rich until 
most of it would be owned by a few people. Na- 
both, as a loyal Israelite, was keeping up the 
traditions of his fathers in refusing to sell or 
trade his vineyard. 


And Ahab came into his house heavy and 
displeased because of the word spoken to him 
by Naboth. And he laid down upon his bed, 
and turned away his face, and would eat no 
bread. What a picture we have of King Ahab 
in these few words, sulking and pouting like a 
spoiled child. And Jezebel his wife came and 
asked him why is thy spirit so sad, that thou 
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eatest no bread? He tells her his tale of woe 
and we get a picture of Jezebel. It is easy to see 
who is boss in Ahab’s home and who is really 
ruling the land of Israel. Do you govern the 
kingdom? Get up and be merry and eat bread. 
I will give you the vineyard of ‘Naboth. 


So she wrote letters, sealing them with the 
king’s seal, and sent them to the elders and 
nobles that were in the city where Naboth 
lived, telling them to proclaim a fast and have 
two men, sons of Belial, who were to witness 
against him that he had blasphemed God and 
the king, and then carry him out and stone 
him. This the elders and nobles did. We see 
something of the influence and power of Jeze- 
bel. Everybody seemed to fear this diabolical 
woman. We also see something of the moral 
degradation to which the elders and nobles of 
the land had sunk when they would obey such 
orders and the moral condition of the people in 
general when it was so easy to get “sons of 
Belial” to bear false witness. 


When Jezebel heard that her orders had been 
carried out she told her husband to go down 
and take possession of Naboth’s vineyard. It 
seemed to be the law that when a man was con- 
victed of blashphemy his property was to be 
confiscated by the king. 


But the Lord was not through with Ahab. 
And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the 
Tishbite to speak to him saying, Hast thou killed 
and also taken possession? Thus saith the Lord, 
In the place where the dogs licked the blood 
of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. 
If we turn to chapter 22:38 we will see the 
fulfillment of this prophecy. When King Ahab 
died they washed the chariot in which he had 
been wounded in the pool of Samaria and the 
dogs licked up the blood. 


Ahab greeted Elijah in his characteristic way: 
Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? It is 
natural for wicked men to look on prophets 
and preachers as enemies. They forget that 
they are the enemies. Elijah replied, I have 
found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to 
work evil in the sight of the Lord. The prophet 
proceeded to tell Ahab of the dire punishment 
that was coming upon his house and upon Jeze- 
bel saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the 
wall of Jezreel. Turn now to II Kings 9:30-37 
and see how literally this was done. I will quote 
a part. Jehu had been chosen to wreak ven- 
geance upon the house of Ahab. When he came 
to Jezreel, Jezebel, all painted up, looked out 
at a window. “And he said, throw her down. 
So they threw her down: and some of her blood 
was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: 
and he trode her under foot . . . and they went 
to bury her: but they found no more of her 
than a skull, and the feet, and the palms of 
her hands . . . And he said, this is the word 
of the Lord, which he spake by his servant Eli- 
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jah the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jez- 
reel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel”. This 
was a fitting end for such a demon-like char- 
acter. 


Elijah’s pronouncement had some effect on 
Ahab. He was not as bad as his wife and was 
dominated by her. And it came to pass, when 
Ahab heard those words, that he rent his clothes, 
and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, 
and lay in sackcloth, and went softly. The Lord 
seeing this said, I will not bring evil in his days; 
but in his son’s days will I bring the evil upon 
his house. The Lord is ever merciful if there 
are the least signs of repentance and even a 
man like Ahab had his punishment suspended 
for a time. Ahab’s humbling of himself brought 
a reprieve. 


II. Ahab and Jehoshaphat: 22:1-40 


Jehoshaphat, King of Judah at this time, was 
a good king but he made some tragic mistakes. 
His worst was in allying himself with the wicked 
house of Ahab and Jezebel and in allowing 
his son to marry Athaliah the daughter of 
Jezebel. Jehu, the son of Hanani the seer went 
to meet him and said to Jehoshaphat, shouldest 
thou help the ungodly, and love them that 
hate the Lord? therefore is wrath upon thee 
from before the Lord. In this chapter we see 
the result of his friendship with Ahab. It is 
strange how godly men will sometimes ally 
themselves with evil men. It always results in 
harm to the man who is trying to follow God. 
The Bible tells us not to be unequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers (II Corinthians 6:14) : 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with un- 
righteousness? and what communion hath light 
with darkness? And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth 
with an infidel? And what agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols? Ahab and Jezebel 
were idolaters and yet Jehoshophat made the 
closest kind of an alliance with them. And 
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I am 
as thou art, my people as thy people, my horses 
as thy horses. No good could come from such 
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an alliance, and the king of Judah seemed to 
feel this as he rather reluctantly went into battle 
to Ramoth in Gilead to take it out of the hand 
of the king of Syria. (This looks like some more 
covetousness on the part of Ahab). Jehoshaphat 
asked Ahab to enquire of the Lord as to wheth- 
er they should go to battle or not. Then the 
king of Israel gathered about four hundred of 
the prophets and they all said, Go up, for the 
Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the King. 
Jehoshaphat saw that these were not true 
prophets and so he asked Ahab if there were 
not a prophet of the Lord besides? Ahab said, 
There is yet one man, Micaiah, but I hate him 
for he does not prophesy good concerning me 
but evil. Kings and presidents and governors 
and rulers of all kinds, usually hate prophets 
that tell them the truth, if they are evil men. 
John Knox of Scotland was both hated and 
feared by the queen. 


They called Micaiah and warned him that 
he had better agree with all the other prophets 
but he replied, As the Lord liveth, what the 
Lord saith unto me, that will I speak. When 
the king first asked him, he gave the same an- 
swer as the others, joining the chorus, but the 
king saw that he was not in earnest, he ad- 
jured him to tell him the truth, and he did. 
And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the 
hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd, and 





goes on to warn Ahab and Jehoshaphat that 
these prophets were inspired by a lying spirit 
to mislead them and bring disaster upon them. 
They listened to the four hundred rather than 
to the one, and Ahab ordered Micaiah to be 
put in prison. 


So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat went 
up to Ramoth-gilead. The King of Israel told 
the King of Judah that he was going to dis- 
guise himself but for Jehoshaphat to put on his 
robes. This almost cost the King of Judah his 
life, for the King of Syria had commanded his 
thirty and two captains, Fight neither with 
small nor great save only with the King of 
Israel. ‘They naturally thought the man dressed 
in robes was the King of Israel. Jehoshaphat 
cried out and saved himself. (I have always 
felt that this was a “low down trick” on the 
part of Ahab and reveals his low character) . 
The King of Israel did not save himself by his 
disguise for a man drew a bow at a venture and 
smote the King of Israel between the joints of 
his harness and he died at even. Thus ended 
the battle. Jehoshaphat ought to have learned 
a lesson but he seems not to have done so. 


It never pays for individuals or nations that 
fear God to ally themselves with wicked people 
or nations. Our country is suffering now from 
such alliances. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 7 


By THE REV. B. —— EVANS 


The Methodist Church 


Scripture: Romans 1:1-2] 

Suggested Hymns: 
“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”’ 
“A Charge to Keep I Have” 


(These Hymns were written by Charles Wes- 
ley, whose hymns served to inspire the Meth- 
odist revivals of England.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Sometimes it is said that there are no im- 
portant differences among the denominations 
of Protestant Christianity. We are beginning 
a unit of four programs which should throw 
some light on this idea. We shall be studying 
the beliefs, histories, and practices of some of 
the major Protestant denominations. We shall 
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find that there are many areas of agreement, and 
that there are also some very real differences. 
These studies should give us more intelligent 
understanding of our own church as well as 
these others. 


For our first study we shall consider the 
Methodist Church, which is one of the youngest 
and largest of American Protestant denomina- 
tions. The three speakers will discuss the his- 
tory, government, and beliefs of the Methodist 
Church. 


First Speaker: 

The founder of the Methodist Church was 
John Wesley. He was born in 1703, the son of 
Samuel Wesley, minister of the Church of Eng- 
land at Epworth. John prepared for the min- 
istry, and was appointed a missionary to the 


colony of Georgia. He was accompanied on 
this trip by his brother Charles, who was to be 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





secretary to James Oglethorpe, the governor of 
the colony. The mission ended in failure and 
disappointment, and the brothers returned to 
England. 


Evangelical Methodism had its actual begin- 
ning when John, almost thirty five years old, 
had a vital personal Christian experience. He 
described it in these words: “I felt my heart 
strangely warmed, I felt I did trust in Christ, 
Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance 
was given me that He had taken away my sins, 
even mine, and saved me from the law of sin 
and death.” The name “Methodist” was given 
in derision by a man who observed the methodi- 
cal devotional life of some Oxford students of 
whom John Wesley was one of the leaders. 


Following his awakening Wesley began to 
preach a very positively evangelistic message. 
The crowds were so large that the meetings were 
held out of doors. Not many churches would 
have been available, because the Church of 
England officially frowned on Wesley’s activities. 
Despite the opposition of the Church, the revival 
movement found much sympathy among the 
people and among some of the clergy. 


As the movement increased in numbers and 
scope increased organization became necessary 
in order to conserve the fruits of the revival. 
It was not the goal of the revivals to start a new 
church, but when it appeared the Anglican 
Church would make no place for the movement 
within its bounds, the only alternative was to 
begin a new church. Many of the Methodist 
leaders had serious reservations about severing 
their relationship with the Church of England. 
Charles Wesley, for one, never approved of 
Methodist ordination, and others were not will- 
ing to receive the sacraments from Methodist 
ministers. Eventually, however, the great ma- 
jority of the people who found spiritual life 
through the revivals readily accepted Methodist 
ordination and Methodist ministration of the 
sacraments. 


The beginnings of Methodism in America 
were practically coincident with the War for 
American Independence. American Methodists 
recognized the authority of Wesley. One of the 
first two American bishops and the predominat- 
ing spirit of American Methodism was Francis 
Asbury. After some periods of stormy dissension 
in the early years, the Methodist Church in 
America grew at a phenominal rate. Its zealous 
and dedicated preachers went westward with the 
pioneers, and Methodist revivals and Methodist 
churches were to be found wherever the people 
were. 


1840 saw the beginning of a series of heated 
controversies and intemperate pronouncements 
having to do with the question of slavery and 
related political problems. As a result of these 
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disagreements the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South was organized in 1845. Two separate 
bodies continued until 1939 when the northern 
and southern church together with the Methodist 
Protestant Church united to form the Methodist 
Church, which at present has more than nine 
million members in the United States. 


The Methodist Church has been very popular 
among American Negroes. Most of the Negro 
Methodists are members of racial churches. 
There are approximately 350,000 Negro mem- 
bers of the Methodist Church, but they are set 
apart (agreeably to themselves) in a separate 
(Central) jurisdiction. Almost a million and a 
half Negro Methodists are members of separate 
Negro Methodist denominations. The three 
largest of these are the African Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, the African Episcopal Zion 
Church, and the Colored Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 


Second Speaker: 


The government of the Methodist Church is 
said to be a mixture of Congregational, Presby- 
terian, and Episcopal types, because the ele- 
ments of each are to be found in it. It is gen- 
erally thought of as an Episcopal government 
because it has the office of bishop. The bishops 
have authority to ordain and to appoint and 
transfer pastors and district superintendents. 
Bishops preside over the conferences of the Meth- 
odist Church, but in a sense, they are subject 
to the conference. The conferences have lay 
as well as ministerial representation. Each an- 
nual conference (territory) is divided into dis- 
tricts, and the bishop of the conference appoints 
district superintendents to oversee the districts 
as his agents. Quarterly conferences are held in 
the local churches and groups, and these are 
presided over by the district superintendent. 
Each annual conference is subject to a constitu- 
tion which cannot be changed except by a two 
thirds vote of the conference. The General 
(quadrennial) Conference has supreme power. 
Between the annual conferences and the General 
Conference are the jurisdictional conferences. 
The Negro segment of the Methodist Church 
makes up one of these Jurisdictions. 


Third Speaker: 


The beliefs of Methodism are the traditional 
teachings and writings of John Wesley. The 
Articles of Religion (the doctrinal statement of 
the Church of England) were reduced from 
thirty-nine to twenty-four. The twenty-four 
which were retained were changed so as to 
“eradicate all traces of Romanism, High-church 
ritualism, and the distinctive points of Calvin- 
ism’’ Wesley did not formulate any creeds or con- 
fessions, but his teachings are to be found in his 
more informal writings. He emphasized the free 
will of man as opposed to the sovereignty of God 
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as taught by Calvin. He believed in God’s fore- 
knowledge, but denied predestination as taught 
by the Presbyterians. He believed that Chris- 
tian perfection is attainable in this life by faith. 
Concerning this latter doctrine there is strong 
difference even among the Methodists. Tradi- 
tional Methodism has always followed Wesley 
in the belief that salvation is by grace through 
faith and that good works must follow as evi- 
dence of true faith. Methodists baptize by 
sprinkling. 





Program Leader: 


It appears that while there are many beliefs 
and practices that Methodists and Presbyterians 
hold in common, there are two areas of very 
basic difference. (1) Presbyterian government 
does not have a place for bishops with extensive 
individual power. (2) Presbyterian belief fol- 
lows the teaching of Calvin in putting more 
emphasis on the sovereignty of God than the 
free will of men. 








NEWS Fo of CHU CHURCHES 








Evangelistic Schedule— 
W. E. Hill, Jr.—1959 


June 7 - 14 (Open) 


June 21 - 28 or June 24 - July 1 (Open) 


July 8 - 16 Florala, Alabama, Rev. G. C. Part- 
ridge 


July 19 - 27 Dothan, Alabama, Rev. W. S. Mc- 
Aliley 


August 2 - 9 (Open) 


August 30 - September 6 Knoxville, Tennessee, 
Rev. C. W. Solomon 


September 13 - 20 Black Mountain, N. C., Rev. 
C. R. Stegall, Sr. 


Sept. 29 - Oct. 4 Burlington, N. C., Rev. Don 


Skinner 

October 11 - 18 Hampton, Virginia, Rev. H. E. 
Mallinson 

Oct. 25 - Nov. 1 Warren, Arkansas, Rev. Dave 
Shepperson 

November 8 - 15 Eagle Springs, N. C., Rev. P. 
D. Buzzard 

November 22 - 29 Norfolk, Virginia, Rev. C. J. 
Hollandsworth 


December 1 - 9 (Open) 





“World Evangelism” 


Evangelist Billy Graham announced today the 
monthly publication of a magazine devoted entirely 
to the work of evangelism. 


The tabloid size periodical entitled, “World 
Evangelism,” will carry news and pictures of evan- 
gelistic activities around the world. Each issue 
will have a strong evangelistic and missionary em- 
phasis including articles that will strengthen the 
faith of every Christian. “World Evangelism” will 
be edited by Dr. Sherwood E. Wirt, formerly a 
newspaperman and more recently pastor of the 
Hillside Presbyterian Church of Oakland, Cali- 
fornia. Dr. Wirt will assume his new duties May 
1. He is the author of “Crusade at the Golden 
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Gate” recently published by Harpers, describing 
the San Francisco Crusade. Geo. M. Wilson, busi- 
ness manager of The Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, will be managing editor. 


The periodical will be given world-wide circula- 
tion and will include news of crusades and activities 
of the Billy Graham Team, as well as reprints 
of messages of evangelists of other years. 

The monthly publication, Wilson said, will not 
begin until late in the Fall and will be mailed from 
the Minneapolis Headquarters Office. 





Rev. A. Paul Wright Elected 
an Executive Secretary of 


The American Bible Society 


The Rev. A. Paul Wright has been elected an 
executive secretary of the American Bible Society 
and will assume his new duties immediately. 


Mr. Wright is a member of the Westminster 
Presbytery of the United Presbyterian Church, U. 
S. A. 





CANADA 

Toronto—Dr. Oswald J. Smith, Founder of The 
Peoples Church, Toronto, will hold a_ city-wide 
campaign in Helsinki, Finland, from June 4th to 
the 2ist, in an Auditorium seating 5,000 people, 
backed by all the evangelical churches of the City. 
He will minister in Stockholm, Sweden, from June 
24th to the 28th and in London, England, from 
July 1st to the 5th. His wife will be with him. 
Dr. Smith will appreciate the prayers of the people 
as he undertakes this important ministry. 





The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 
Statement of Receipts 

January 16 - April 30, 1959 


THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


Budget for 1959 

Receipts to date 

Percentage of annual 
budget received to date 12% 


nesaghaniiaiinkincienbalnnieeuiiides $1,166,278.55 


$1,835,418.00 
169,189.45 


Balance 
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It your Will has not been revised recently, it might be wise to have 
your lawyer review it with you now. 


Your family may have grown or become smaller since your Will was 
drawn. Your estate also may have changed in size. Laws of inheritance 
and distribution may have been changed. Estate taxes may be due 
another look. 


You may also want to include a bequest to some religious cause. 
Many members of our Church have made bequests to the Board of 
World Missions. If you wish to include such a provision, the following 
form of bequest is recommended: 


I give, devise and bequeath to the Board of World Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, a corporation organized 
under the laws of the State of Tennessee, with offices at Nashville, 
i, UU ee —- (or the following 


property, to wit: —_ ). 





We advise that you see your lawyer soon to be sure your Will does 
everything you want it to do. Call on us for any help we can render. 
Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BoaRD OF VORLD MIssIONS 
PressyYTeRIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN, 


7 






"To Foreign Missions a Snare’ 
oenmeenatminiaiaiauamell 
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INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 





Budget for 1959 $23,595.00 
Receipts to date 3,867.96 
Percentage of annual 
budget received to date 16% 
Balance needed for the year . ..2---..9 19,727.04 
E. C. Scott 
Church Extension 
Report of April 1959 
Budget $1,823,644.00 
Receipts to Date 238,450.46 
Percentage of Annual Budget 13.08 % 
Balance needed for Year 1,585,193.54 
G. B. Strickler 
Treasurer 





World Mission Receipts 
May 7, 1959 


Budget for 1959 

Received to date 

Percentage of Annual Budget 
received for 1959 25.20% 


Balance needed for 1959 3,388,284.08 


$4,530,000.00 
1,141,715.92 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta — The congregation of the Glen Haven 
Presbyterian Church, located just off the Coving- 
ton Road at the corner of Glen Haven Drive and 
Mercer Road, approved in a Congregational Meet- 
ing Sunday April 5th; the Master Plan of six build- 
ings and the immediate construction of Unit num- 
ber one of the Master Plan. The Master Plan 
calls for (1) /. Fellowship Hall and Temporary 
Sanctuary, which can seat for feeding some 220 
people and for worship 356 people. The other 
buildings will be an Educational building for ages 
one through eighteen, an educational building for 
adults, an office building with some classroom 
space, a chapel and sanctuary that will seat 450 
people. The Sanctuary is planned with a lobby of a 
low ceiling and centered with a glass enclosed wa- 
ter fountain. The main Sanctuary itself will be a 
series of arches constructed of luminated glass 
blocks. The usual steeple will be replaced by a 
steel tower with 15 bell carillon topped with a 
wooden cross. Barker and Cunningham of Atlanta, 
Georgia are the architects. 


The Glen Haven Presbyterian Church was or- 
ganized in 1939 after serving as an outpost work 
of the Decatur Presbyterian Church for a while. 
Rev. Robert D. Earnest was the first pastor. On 
July 14, 1940, Mr. Earnest left to go to Brazil 
as a missionary, and Rev. John Rhodes became the 
pastor until March of 1941 when he left to enter 
the services of the U. S. Army. Rev. Paul Chesney 
served the church faithfully until September 1945. 
The next few years the church was served by pro- 
fessors and students from nearby Columbia Sem- 
inary. Rev. John Wood served for about a year 
until he left for missionary work in Mexico; he 
was followed by John T. McCrea, then Rev. Al- 
bert Harris, now pastor of the Emory Presbyterian 
Church. Rev. J. L. Russell served as pastor some 
two years. 


In October 1957, the present pastor, Russell L. 
Strange, became student pastor until his gradua- 
tion and ordination in June, 1958 when he became 
full time pastor. 
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The church had about 75 active members a year 
ago and last Spirng, when The Greater Atlanta 
Visitation Program was staged by all Presbyterian 
churches in the Greater Atlanta area, Glen Haven 
began to grow and until to date she has doubled in 
membership and is steadily growing as the Glen 
Haven Community is one of the fastest growing 
areas of Greater Atlanta. 


The Forward Step Banquet was held in the Fel- 
lowship Hall of the Mother Church (Decatur Pres- 
byterian) at which time $24,706 was pledged by 
the 40 odd families present. The campaign goal 
of $25,000 was surpassed the following evening and 
now the challenge goal of $30,000 is within sight. 
Unit No. 1 is expected to be under way about 
July ist. 





SYNOD OF GEORGIA 
PRESBYTERY OF AUGUSTA - MACON 


The Presbytery of Augusta - Macon met in the 
Henry Memorial Church in Dublin, Georgia, on 
April 21st, with thirty-four of the forty-four 
churches represented and all ministers except those 
who were ill or away in work out of bounds of 
the Presbytery. 


The Rev. John Campbell, pastor of the Henry 
Memorial Church, was elected Moderator. Dr. 
Charles Gibboney, retiring Moderator, delivered an 
excellent sermon on the urgency of our work. 


Some of these are as follows: 


1—The reception of the Rev. James Coad and 
arrangements for his installation as pastor 
of the Perry Church. 


2—An excellent report on the work of the Wom- 
en of the Presbytery, made by the Presby- 
terial president, Mrs. Charles Hodgson. 


3—The first informational report of the newly 
organized Presbytery’s Council. 


4—Decision to make a large payment on prop- 
erty to be used by the new Covenant Church 
in Augusta, which is making plans to begin 
construction. 


5—Reports of most encouraging response to the 
campaign for Columbia Seminary. 


6—A tour of the Washington Street Church, a 
Negro Church in Dublin which receives a 
large amount of aid from this Presbytery, 
and which is one of the most beautiful build- 
ings and best organized congregations in the 
bounds of the Presbytery. 


7—Decision for an adjourned meeting on June 

29th, at the Tatnall Square Church in Ma- 

con, when a candidate will be examined for 

ordination and two or three candidates re- 
ceived under care of the Presbytery. 

R. D. Earnest, S. C. 





Presbyterian Junior College 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Maxton — Commencement at Presbyterian Jun- 
ior College will feature Dr. Sidney A. Gates as 
preacher on Sunday mor~ing, May 31st, and Dr. 
Robert T. Liston as speas2r on Monday morning, 
June ist. Both programs will be at eleven o’clock. 
Twenty students are expecting to graduate from 
the preparatory department and twenty three from 
the Junior college department. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
Queens College 


Charlotte — Mrs. Curtis B. Johnson and Dr. 
Carlyle Marney will deliver the principal addresses 
during Queen College commencement events. Dr. 
Marney will be the baccalaureate preacher at 11:00 
a. m., Sunday, May 31, at the service to be held in 
Belk Chapel. Mrs. Johnson will speak at the com- 
mencement convocation at 10:30 a. m., Monday, 
June 1, also in the chapel. 


Mrs. Johnson is a graduate of the college and a 
member of the Board of Trustees. 


Dr. Marney is minister of the Myers Park Bap- 
tist Church, near-neighbor of the college. 





Davidson — President D. Grier Martin of David- 
son College announced today that $933,185 in gifts 
to the college have brought the Dana Challenge 
Program within $167,000 of its goal. 


The $1,100,000 Dana Challenge Program, Presi- 
dent Martin said, is “an initial step in Davidson’s 
$12 million Ten Year Plan that envisions David- 
son as an even stronger liberal arts college with 
sufficient endowment, plant facilities, and faculty 
to do an outstanding educational job for one thou- 
sand students.” 


The current Dana program calls for the con- 
struction of the Dana Science Laboratories and a 
new 124-man dormitory as well as the renovation 
of existing facilities for chemistry and various 
other academic departments. 


The science laboratories are already in the pro- 
cess of construction and will be completed by the 
end of this year. Ground for the new dormitory 
will be broken this summer. 


The Dana program began last year when Mr. 
Charles A. Dana gave Davidson $400,000 on the 
condition that it raise the remaining amount neces- 
sary to build the new science laboratories and dor- 
mitory and to complete certain badly needed reno- 
vations. 





Dr. Martin reported that gifts and pledges from 
members of the board of visitors, trustees, faculty 
and staff are being received daily as an enthusi- 
astic all-out endorsement of this important phase 
of Davidson’s Ten Year Plan. 





Albemarle Presbytery 
140th Stated Spring Meeting 
Albemarle Presbytery Camp, Newport, N. C. 
April 21, 1959 


Moderators: Denver S. Blevins, William D. 
Morton; Recording Clerk: William E. Link. 


Present. 28 Ministers, 35 Elders, and 12 Vis- 
itors. 


Devotions were led by Harry S. Thomas, Candi- 
date from Union Seminary to be examined. 


REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY 
was heard summarizing his work for the year 1958. 
He was commended by the Presbytery for his 
work. 


CANDIDATES COMMITTEE: John Miller, 
Chairman, reported for the Candidates Committee, 
giving information on candidates under the care 
of Presbytery. The request of Rufus Cromartie, 
who is graduating from Union Seminary, to be 
dismissed to Fayetteville Presbytery where he is 
accepting work, was granted. 


THE COMMISSION ON THE MINISTER AND 
HIS WORK: This report was made by the Chair- 
man, Murphy Williams. He reported that Edgar D. 
Byers, Pastor of the George Kirby and Antioch 
Churches, and William E. Link, Pastor of the 
Grifton and West Greenville Churches, had, at their 
own request, been dismissed to Pee Dee Presbytery, 
where Mr. Byers has accepted work in Effingham, 
and Mr. Link at McCall. The following calls had 
been approved by the Commission: George D. 
Heath to the Cann Memorial Church; Eugene 








need. Many of our students have never worshipped 
God in a beautiful sanctuary. Many have never seen 
a graded Sunday School in operation. Think what 
this new church can mean to generations of Negro 
youth! 


WE HAVE BEGUN TO BUILD! 


4 finger pointing to God... 


Every campus needs one, but Stillman has a special 





WE NEED $50,000 TO FINISH. 


HERE IS SOMETHING CONSTRUCTIVE YOU CAN DO NOW! 
Send gifts to: 


Stillman College, P. O. Box 483, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Marked 
“New Church”. 








20, 1959 





PAGE 17 








QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 





“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mogr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 


W. C. Ashley, Moar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mogr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Elmo Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mor.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Maor.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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Thompson to the Berea-Westminster Churches; 
Harry S. Thomas to the Bethlehem-Morton 
Churches. 


DR. HAY RETIRES: The request of Dr. John 
R. Hay for the dissolution of the pastoral re- 
lationship existing between himself and the Ahoskie 
Church, and that he be granted a Letter of Dis- 
mission to Asheville Presbytery, effective May 31, 
1959, in order that he may retire was made. After 
hearing from three representatives of the Ahoskie 
Church, who were high in their praises of Dr. Hay, 
and from members of Presbytery who expressed 
appreciation for what Dr. Hay had meant in the 
work of Presbytery, the request was granted. 


DR. JOHNSON: The Chairman of the Com- 
mission stated that Dr. Norman Johnson, Pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Rocky Mount, 
resigned effective August 31st, and that Dr. John- 
son was now in a Richmond Hospital. Matthew 
McGowan was asked to lead the Presbytery in 
prayer for Dr. Johnson and his family. 


DR. HAROLD DUDLEY’S REQUEST: The Sec- 
retary reported on the telephone conversation with 
Dr. Dudley, in which he requested that he be given 
a Letter of Dismission to Granville Presbytery 
because of his inability to attend so many of the 
meetings of Albemarle. After a discussion of this 
request and expressions of appreciation by mem- 
bers of the Presbytery for what Dr. Dudley has 
meant to it, the Presbytery voted unanimously not 
to grant the request. 


EXAMINATION AND RECEPTION OF MIN- 
ISTER AND CANDIDATES: George D. Heath was 
presented with a Certificate of Dismission and 
letter of commendation from Norfolk Presbytery. 
He was examined and accepted the call of the 
Cann Memorial Church. The following Commission 
was appointed to install him on May 38 at 4:00 p. m,: 
C. Irving Lewis, Chairman, to charge the congre- 
gation; Russell R. Davis to propound the consti- 
tutional question; Richard S. Andrews to charge 
the minister; Egbert G. Lineback, Alternate Min- 
ister. Ruling Elders on the Commission: A. W. 
Houtz and Julian W. Ross. Presbytery invited 
Clayton B. Whitton, Jr., to preach. 


HARRY S. THOMAS AND H. EUGENE THOMP- 
SON, Seniors at Union Seminary, Richmond, were 
presented for reception and examination. Since 
the Certificates of Dismission from their respec- 
tive Presbyteries had been delayed in reaching the 
Presbytery, it was voted to receive them pending 
the reception of the Certificates and examine them 
for liscensure and ordination and that the Com- 
mission appointed to ordain and install them in 
their respective Churches be given power to com- 
plete their reception at the time of ordination. 
Both men were examined and approved. 


The following Commission was appointed to 
ordain and install Mr. Thompson as Pastor of the 
Bethlehem-Morton Churches, in a service to be 
held at Bethlehem on June 7, at 7:30 p. m.: John 
Miller, Chairman to preside and propound the 
constitutional questions; Joe Brooks to preach the 
sermon; Vernon McGehee to charge the pastor; 
and Phil M. Cory to serve as alternate minister. 


Joe Brewer, Sr., to charge the congregation. 
Other Elders: O. Joyner and Lee Joyner. 


The following Commission was appointed to 
ordain and install Eugene Thompson as Pastor 
of the Berea-Westminster Churches, on May 24, 

At 7:30 p. m., in a service to be held at the Berea 
Church: Murphy Williams, Chairman, to preside 
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and propound the constitutional questions; Denver 
S. Blevine to charge the minister; Russell R. Davis 
to charge the congregation; Joe Amory to serve 
as alternate minister. William Leist was invited 
to preach the sermon. Elders: Willie Carter; 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Dedication of New Building 


Florence — The first service in the new Sanc- 
tuary of the First Presbyterian Church of Flor- 
ence, South Carolina, was conducted on Easter 
Sunday with over eight hundred people crowded 
into the building. 


Some ten years ago, during the ministry of Dr. 
James English Cousar, Jr., the First Presbyterian 
Church began moving from its downtown location 
to a ten acre plot in the residential area. In 1952 
the first educational unit was completed. In 1955 
the second educational unit was built and occupied, 
and on Easter Sunday this year, the completed 
Church Sanctuary was used. 


Of Georgian colonial structure, the nave seats 
650 people. It is furnished with the new American 
Seating Company upholstered pew, which has the 
traditional colonial ends with steel cushioned seats. 

The windows throughout are English Renais- 
sance. They were designed especially for the Flor- 
ence Church by Mr. Ernoe Koch, an Hungarian 
who graduated from the University Art School in 
Budapest and after extensive work in Estonia, Fin- 
land and Germany, fled the Communists and came 
to the United States in 1950. They were produced 
by the Jacoby Studios, Inc., of St. Louis, Missouri. 
bw scenes depict key incidents from the life of 
Christ. 


Under construction is a three manual pipe organ, 
which will be ready in June. 


The 144 foot high white steeple topped by a 
bronze cross and lighted at night is the first of its 
kind in the Florence area, and mounted in the 
steeple is the Woodrow family memorial bell from 
the old Church. The steeple and bell have caused 
wide attention throughout the community. 


Present membership of the Church is 1000. Dr. 
William G. Foster has been the minister of the 
Church since 1954. Mr. Vernon S. Elliott, Jr., is 
the Director of Christian Education. Throughout 
the building period the Church has sought to main- 
tain a consistent level in benevolent giving as a 
whole and has doubled its giving to world missions. 





Appalachia 


The Presbytery of Knoxville met in its Stated 
Spring Session in the East Ridge Presbyterian 
Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee on Monday, May 
4, 1959. There were 50 ministers and 33 ruling 
Elders present. 


Rev. Don Brandon, pastor of the Fountain City 
Presbyterian Church was elected Moderator. 


Rev. John Morrison, former missionary to the 
Belgian Congo was received from Augusta-Macon 
Presbytery and will be installed pastor of the Way- 
side Church, Signal Mountain. Rev. Robert G. 
Schwanebeck was received from the Presbytery of 
Meridian, and will be installed pastor of the Trin- 
ity Church, Alcoa, Tennessee. 
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Candidate Eugene Norris was received from 
Birmingham Presbytery, having been called by the 
Madisonville Church. He will be examined for 
ordination at the Summer Session of Presbytery. 


Three of our Candidates were dismissed. Wil- 
liam R. Jones was dismissed to Holston Presbytery; 
Jerry Conner to Abingdon Presbytery and Candler 
Dooley to Greenbrier Presbytery. All of these 
men have accepted calls in the Presbyteries to 
which they were dismissed. 


Presbytery recently conducted a Campaign to 
raise $243,000 with which to erect buildings on 
land purchased from T.V.A. on Watts Bar Lake 
to be used for Conferences and Camps. It was re- 
ported that the total in cash and pledges is now 
over $245,000.00. We are looking forward to the 
time when this will be a reality. 


The next Stated Meeting will be held in the 
First Presbyterian Church, Lenoir City, Tennessee 


on July 6th. 
D. R. Greenhoe, S. C. 





VIRGINIA 


Richmond —(PN)— Officials of the Board of 
Christian Education have announced the appoint- 
ment of the Rev. A. S. Tippit to be Director of 
Publicity for the Board. The Texas minister took 
up his new duties on May 1. 


In addition to the current activities of the Board, 
Tippit will supervise publicity on the new Lay- 
man’s Bible Commentary and for the proposed 
Curriculum Improvement Program. 


A graduate of Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, the new publicity director received his 
college degree from the University of Texas. He 
served as minister of First Presbyterian Church 
in Lockhart, and as pastor of the John Knox Pres- 
byterian Church in Lubbock, Tex. 


Active in religious journalism, Mr. Tippit edited 
the seminary’s year book, the Theolog, and has 
recently been editor for his presbytery’s section of 
the Texas Presbyterian. While in Lubbock, he al- 
so supervised much of the publicity for the five 
Presbyterian churches in that city. 





Richmond — New manager for the Atlanta 
Presbyterian Book Store is Bill R. Hooper of Fort 
Worth. He will take up his new duties May 18. 


Hooper succeeds Howard Montgomery, who came 
to the staff of the Board of Christian Education 
in January as administrative assistant to the ex- 
ecutive secretary, Dr. Marshall C. Dendy. Bill 
Ray has been acting manager of the Atlanta store. 


The new manager is now an industrial relations 
analyst with Convair, handling management de- 
velopment, manpower, advertising, and statistical 
activities. From 1950 to 1956 he directed the of- 
fice of loans and scholarships for the University 
of Houston. 


A deacon in the Ridglea Presbyterian Church of 
Fort Worth, Hooper sings in the choir and teaches 
an adult Sunday School class. The Hoopers have 
two children. 
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WEST VIRGINIA 


South Ruffner, Charleston—Fred E. Manning, 
Jr., Pastor.—Rev. Robt. G. Balnicky of Union, S. 
C. was preacher and Bible teacher in our nine day 
evangelistic campaign in April. Cottage and other 
prayer meetings were held in preparation. For 
the morning Bible studies Mr. Balnicky used the 
book of James and carried thru under the theme 
“Practical Christian Living’. At night Salvation 
was stressed. Eight youths made confession of 
their faith in Christ as Saviour and Lord. Re- 
dedication was also emphasized. Several responded 
to the call to renewed activity in prayer, witness- 
ing, missions and other service. Pastor and con- 
gregation are following up the meeting with 
prayer and personal work and are believing God 
for further decisions. 








THE CENTRAL THEMES OF AMERICAN 
LIFE. Tim J. Campbell. Eerdman’s. $3.50. 


Crucial historical events in the most typical 
features of our culture are examined by the author 
to discover the basic causes or sources. This 
comprehensive survey discloses the large extent 
to which they have been essentially providential 
and religious. The author does not advocate that 
the American way is identical with Christianity, 
but only that it has major indebtedness to all forms 
of Christianity especially to Protestantism. Nine 
interesting chapters deal with such subjects as 
“The Hand of God in the History of the United 
States”, “The Philosophic Basis of the American 
System”, “Divine Approval of Republican Form 
of Civil Government”, and “American Experience 
Defines Religious Liberty.” 


This volume has real value for both American 
citizens and members of the Christian Church. It 
imparts much information. It also sounds needed 
warnings. The author warns, “The fact with ref- 
erence to our way of life which should give us 
much concern is that it is still going to a too large 
extent on the momentum of its original propul- 
s10n. 





COLLECTIVISM IN THE CHURCHES. Edgar 
C. Bundy. The Church League of America, Whea- 
ton, Illinois. $5.00. 


Major Bundy shows in this volume how col- 
lectivism has infiltrated American churches, the- 
ological seminaries and religious publishing houses. 
He spent ten years in research for the material 
that has gone into these 354 pages. The book is 
well documented. The author goes into the his- 
torical background of the socialist gospel move- 
ment in the United States and reveals that Com- 
munists and Communist-front joiners among re- 
ligious leaders is not a mere happenstance. 


One of the most interesting sections in this book 
is Chapter 20, entitled “The Laymen Start to Re- 
volt”. Here we are told of the report of Mr. J. 
Howard Pew which reveals totalitarian tactics of 
Council clergymen. It explains that laymen are 
expected to raise the money for the Council’s ac- 
tivities but must not ask questions regarding so- 
cial, political, and economic pronouncements of 
the clerical hierarchy. 
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The volume contains 11 appendices which repro- 
duce original documents which enlarge the argu- 
ments presented in the main text of collectivism 
in the churches. This volume should stimulate 
vigilance on the part of conservative Christians 
to guard against the menace of collectivism in the 
Christian Church. 





A CHRISTIAN INTERPRETATION OF MAR- 
a Henry A. Bowman. Westminster Press. 
2.50. 


Since 1934 Dr. Bowman has been discussing 
marriage and preparation for marriage with people 
of various ages. In addition he has counselled 
with hundreds of individuals, married and unmar- 
ried, who have sought counselling aid in working 
through problems of marital adjustment or mar- 
riage preparation. Out of his experience he has 
devoted a great deal of thought to the relationship 
between Christianity and marriage. 


This volume presents 8 chapters dealing with 
such practical subjects as the Nature of Sex, the 
Nature of Marriage, Pre-Marital Sexual Relations, 
The Christian Wedding Ceremony, Jesus’ Teach- 
ings, Jesus and Divorce, Jesus and Paul, and Inter- 
Faith Marriage. 


Dr. Bowman does not expect his readers to agree 
with all of his conclusions. For this reason he 
distinguishes between “the Christian interpretation 
of marriage’”’ and the title of his book “A Christian 
Interpretation of Marriage.” This reviewer does 
not subscribe to all of the author’s views or in- 
terpretations but feels that this is an enlightening 
book and has much to offer the minister who is en- 
gaged in counselling those who are contemplating 
marriage and those who are having difficulties with 


their marriage. 
—John R. Richardson 





A THEOLOGY OF THE LAITY. Hendrick 
Kraemer. Westminster Press. $3.00. 


This book contains the Hulsean lectures at 
Cambridge given by Dr. Kraemer during the month 
of February of 1958. These lectures were repeated 
as the Gunning Lectures at New College, Edin- 
burgh in March of 1958. For some years Dr. Krae- 
mer has felt that the church has overlooked the im- 
portance of indoctrinating the laity in theological 
thought. This neglect by professional theologians, 
he says, is an inexcusable lack and an indication 
of a partly mis-orientated understanding of the 
church in its wholeness. Then he observes, “We 
must acknowledge with all due humility that in 
this respect our Roman Catholic brethren are ahead 
of us non-Roman Christians.” 


The structure of this book is divided into two 
parts. The first two chapters approach the sub- 
ject in a purely pragmatic and historical way. In 
these chapters the term “lay” and “laity” are used 
in a provisional way, that is to say in the sense 
of the ordinary member of the church. In the 
second chapter the author seeks to clarify how the 
churches in the course of history have theoreti- 
cally or practically defined the status of the laity 
in the church. The third and fourth chapters pave 
the way for the sketch of the theology of the laity 
contained in the fifth chapter. The postlude to the 
outlined theology of the laity simply enumerates 
in a succinct way the arduous tasks which are im- 
plied in making the words, “The ministry of the 
laity”’ effective. 


The main contribution of this book is to be 
found in its appeal to laymen to consider afresh 
the privilege and duty to participate in the church 
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WHY EVERY BIBLE READER 
SHOULD OWN 


STRONG S EXHAUSTIVE 


CONCORDANCE of the Bible 





by JAMEs STRONG 


@ Strong’s makes Bible study more 
thorough, more convenient, more 
rewarding. It lists alphabetically 
every word, in every passage in 
which it occurs. With only one key 
word, you can quickly and easily 
find the passage you seek. 

@ Strong’s is a basic library of four 
complete books— 

Main Concordance 
Comparative Concordance 
Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
Greek Dictionary 
@ Strong’s is a lifetime possession 
for everyday use—an essential] tool 
for every minister, student, teacher, 

every Bible reader. 
1809 Pages 9x12 Inches 
$11.50 
Thumb Indexed, $12.75 
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of Christ. Thus the book appeals for a radical re- 
vision of modern Protestant thinking to the end 
that the laity may have in the church of today 
the same place it occupied in the apostolic church. 

—John R. Richardson 


THE PILGRIM’S REGRESS: AN ALLEGORI- 
CAL APOLOGY FOR CHRISTIANITY. C. S. 
Lewis. Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co. $1.25. 


This book is an allegorical account, to some de- 
gree autobiographical, of the wanderings of one 
John in his struggle for satisfaction and goodness. 
His experiences run the gamut from cold, artificial 
religion to nineteenth century rationalism to mor- 
ality to virtue for its own sake to aesthetic exper- 
ience to materialism. From the so-called “realism” 
of materialism, he went to Freudianism to reason 
and agnosticism to formal Christianity to cultured 
worldliness to humanism to “modern” religion to 
metaphysics and pantheism to theism and finally 
to Christ Himself. 


After finding Christ to be the answer to the 
need of his heart and mind, John thought the rest 
of the journey would be light and easy and pleas- 
ant. Instead he found that the Christian is still 
in the world and subject to the same pitfalls and 
errors he had fallen into before he met Christ. 
However, now he begins to see the real shape of 
the world we live in and he sees the end result 
of all the false philosophies of men, some of which 
had formerly looked so pleasant to him. Now he 
sees them in their true light. He is safely led 
through all the temptations until he reaches the 
Land of Eternal Light. 


There is much deep truth in this book for Chris- 
tian and non-Christian alike. Especially apparent 
is the need for balance in the Christian life—keep- 
ing to the “Main Road” and avoiding the rigidity 
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of the ‘North’ and the bonelessness of the 
“South”. As the author says in the preface, “The 
one cries ‘Drive out the bondmaid’s son’ and the 
other ‘Quench not the smoking flax’. The one 
exaggerates the distinctness between Grace and 
Nature into a sheer opposition . . . and makes the 
way hard for those who are at the point of coming 
in. The other blurs the distinction altogether, flat- 
ters mere kindliness into thinking it is charity and 
vague optimisms or pantheisms into thinking that 
they are Faith, and makes the way out fatally 
easy and imperceptible for the budding apostate.” 

—John R. Richardson 





NAME THE DAY. Nancy Paschal. Westminster 
Press. $2.95. 


Name The Day is a very human story filled with 
fun and romance plus the special delight that 
comes when a gir! discovers her real self. Pampered 
by her wealthy family, Sandra has been content 
to fill her life with carefree idleness. Her plans 
for the future have been centered around the irr- 
sponsible Ted Raney, but when Sandra’s playfulness 
causes Ted to smash their car into a stone pillar, 
Ted’s guardian forbids them further dates. Sandra 
offers to pay for the damage but Ted’s guardian 
refused. Shaken by the guardian’s denouncement 
Sandra sets out to prove him wrong. As she works, 
some very surprising changes take place. New 
friends come into her life and there are fireworks 
ahead when Silas Barnes, Ted’s guardian, finds 
Sandra on his payroll. The lesson that comes out 
of this book is that with Sandra Dodson life 
is all play and no work. 





FROM EARTH TO SKY. Flossie E. Mills. Green- 
wich. $2.00. 


The author has a two-fold purpose in mind in 
presenting this volume. First, she desires to give 
the substance of meditations she has had as she 
considered God and her relationship to Him. She 
says that the resultant realness of God from these 
meditations has given her a new joy in worship. 
The second purpose is to present devotional ma- 
terial that could set the spiritual atmosphere for 
group meetings. Her organization of thoughts is 
clear. This book will inspire the reader to serve 
Christ in a beautiful and worthwhile manner. 


DAILY MEDITATIONS ON THE SEVEN LAST 
WORDS. G. Ernest Thomas. Abingdon Press. $2.00. 


Dr. Thomas is director of spiritual life of the 
General Board of Evangelism of the Methodist 
Church. He has written a number of books and 
this one concentrates upon the last sayings of 
Christ on the Cross. Some of the chapters are 
excellent. A few fail to plumb the depths of the 
Saviour’s last utterances. The fourth chapter does 
not do justice to “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” The best chapter is on Christ’s 
final word from the Cross. Here the author af- 
firms, ‘“‘When life is ebbing away, Christ dismissed 
his pain-wracked body. His interest and concern 
were with the part of His being which in the 
moment of death would be released from the body. 
He had no fear, no doubts nor uncertainties dis- 
turbed Him. His words throbbed with confident 
His spirit belonged to God and heaven 
was his natural home. We bow in silence before 
the miracle of Calvary. Our lives are different 
when we turn away from the scene. The focus 
of life is changed. The cross enables us to see 
eternity at the end of our earthly road.”’ 


assurance. 
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A Basic Interpretation of American History 


CENTRAL THEMES 


of AMERICAN LIFE 
by TIM J. CAMPBELL, A.M., LL.M., LL.D. 


Attorney at Law; Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church 
of North America, 1949-1950 


@ A fascinating account of the Providence 
of God in the foundational history of the 
United States. 


@ The Christian basis of American politi- 
cal, economic and cultural life. 


@ The desecularization of our history and 
culture and its meaning for the future. 


This unique book is the first comprehensive 
treatise on the Christian philosophy of Amer- 
ican history—an invaluable volume of fully 
documented source material. 


$3.50—At Your Bookstore, or 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 


Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 
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LET’S ALL SING. James F. Leisy. Abingdon 


Press. $2.95. 


‘“Let’s All Sing’? has been designed for singing 
pleasure. The songs chosen are easy to sing and 
many of them are old favorites. Mr. Leisy has 
tried to make it easy for the reader to locate songs 
for a specific purpose or mood. The songs in this 
volume can be enjoyed around the camp fire, the 
family piano, at church or in school. 


HOW TO READ THE BIBLE. Julian Price Love. 
MacMillian Company. $3.95. 


The first 6 chapters in this volume illustrate 
a number of ways of becoming acquainted with 
the Bible. Chapters 7 and 8 are elaborations of 
what seem to be the best reading units for each 
book of the Bible. These do not make good con- 
secutive reading but are intended rather for refer- 
ence the author says. They are the meat of the 
book as they carry out his chief insistence that 
the Bible ought to be read by units of thought. 
The last 4 chapters deal with available helps to- 
ward reading and understanding the Bible and are 
more truly separate chapters than the first 6. This 
revised edition renders the Bible message more 
meaningful to today’s Christians. 


BEYOND THE FLOOD. Samuel E. Owen. 
Greenwich Book Publishers. $3.00. 


This book gives the Bible story from Adam to 
Noah in verse form. The author tells us that the 
conclusions reached in this book are not based 
upon the conceptions of other men but represent 
answers to certain questions which have troubled 
him. He believes that man has too lightly passed 
over the story of Creation. For the most part, 
the author follows the teachings of Scripture but 
from time to time he employs his imagination and 
the imaginative parts should be read with caution. 
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LIFE’S HIDDEN POWER. 
Fleming H. Revell. $2.50. 


Seven chapters in this book all deal with the 
Holy Spirit. Dr. Evans discusses the Holy Spirit 
and His relation to the church, to preaching, to 
interior peace, to healing, to courage, to possessions 
and to love. This is one of the best books that 
Dr. Evans has given us. It is closely expository, 
well illustrated and beautifully written. 

—John R. Richardson 


Louis H. Evans. 





THE LIFE OF OUR DIVINE LORD. Howard 
Vos. Zondervan. $3.50. 


Dr. Vos departs in this volume from the usual 
approach in dealing with the life of Christ. The 
narrative of Christ’s life is somewhat subordinated 
to the topical approach. In separate chapters such 
subjects as Historical and Geographical Context 
of Christ’s Earthly Ministry, His Message, His 
Acquaintances, The Nature of His Person, and the 
General Narrative of His Life on Earth receive at- 
tention. Throughout the book there is full recogni- 
tion of His deity and the fact that the 33 years 
our Lord spent on earth were but a fleeting mo- 
ment in comparison with His eternal existence as 
the second person of the Trinity. Moreover the 
author shows that Christ’s interest in man did not 
terminate with His ascension. His present ministry 
on behalf of His own is a subject of numerous New 
Testament portions. The study concludes with a 
chapter on the devotional implications of the life 
of Christ. For the believer a consideration of His 
life constitutes more than a mere academic exer- 
cise, says Dr. Vos. It should change his daily walk. 
This volume is interesting and usable. It has value 
not only in the field of biography but also from a 
standpoint of theology. 





CALVARY ATTITUDES. Russell Bradley Jones. 
Baker Book House. $1.50. 


Dr. Jones is well known as the author of “Gold 
From Golgotha’’. This volume also deals with the 
Cross. The seven chapters discuss persons and 
scenes around Calvary. This volume is good de- 
votional reading and will make valuable back- 
ground material for ministers’ sermons. 


TRIUMPHANT LIVING. Paul E. Adolph. Moody 
Press. $2.50. 





Dr. Adolph sets forth patterns of triumphant 
living particularly as presented in the lives of 
Bible characters. He shows how others have en- 
tered into triumphant living rather than live by 
a list of prohibitions. The author writes from the 
background of a Christian general practitioner 
and medical missionary. The author presents re- 
freshing viewpoints with regard to the personalities 
of the Bible in the light of modern psychology and 
medical science. These men are seen to have en- 
countered the same frustrations and problems that 
people face in modern times. 





THE CHRISTIAN’S SAVING INTEREST. Wil- 
liam Guthrie. Kregel Publications. $2.95. 


Guthrie’s great gospel classic was written in the 
vernacular of the Scotland of the 17th century. 
The author was a mighty pastor-evangelist and 
had an amazing knowledge of the Bible. This 
volume has been a household book in Scotland for 
nearly 300 years. It was often read at family wor- 
ship with the catechism. Many an anxious soul 
was given this book to help him in his search for 
Christ. 
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Dr. James A. Stewart has written the introduc- 
tion and biographical sketch to this volume. In it 
he says, “In sending forth this new edition we 
truly believe that it has a message for sinner and 
saint in our generation. Preachers of the gospel 
will be particularly helped through the clear out- 
line of the 3 gospel R’s: Ruin, Redemption, Re- 
generation. Young converts will be established in 
the faith. This book also has a ‘saving interest in 
Christ’.”” This is a great book to own and study. 
—John R. Richardson 





TWENTY-FIVE SENTENCE SERMONS. C. B. 
Eavey. Baker Book House. $1.75. 


This is a selection of more than 2500 short strik- 
ing sayings designed to add zest to sermons, talks 
and addresses. They are also excellent for the 
church bulletin board, the weekly church bulletin 
or as inserts and fillers in magazines and periodi- 
cals. The sayings are pithy and arranged in alpha- 
betical order. 





SERMON OUTLINES ON THE FAMILY AND 
THE HOME. Adolph Bedsole. Baker Book House. 


$1.75. 


The breakdown of the home is regarded as be- 
ing basically responsible for our country’s ethical- 
social problems. Bedsole directs the light of the 
Bible on these trouble spots. These outlines are 
for sermons, talks or addresses on America’s num- 
ber one problem. 





AT LIFE’S CROSSROADS. Paul W. Milhouse. 
Warner Press. $2.50. 


In this book, Dr. Milhouse states that the Bible 
has much to say to us about the crucial situations 
we face in our lives. We should face them with 
sound judgment and Christian attitudes. He dis- 
cusses certain major characters of the Bible at 
turning points or crises in their lives. He surveys 
what they did at these times and how their situa- 
tion and their choice can apply to problems today. 





SEEKING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD. 
Hillery C. Rice. Warner Press. $2.50. 


The will of God is a much-discussed subject. Dr. 
Rice discusses it from a practical point of view. 
He presents in this volume 8 chapters dealing with 
God’s will for life’s living and God’s will related 
to the various experiences in life. The closing one 
is on how to know the will of God. 





THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST. Paul 
A. Tanner. Warner Press. $1.25. 


This book is not exactly a commentary on the 
Epistle to the Ephesians nor is it a book of exposi- 
tory sermons. The author’s purpose has been to 
lift up some of the great themes that are presented 
in this most sublime of the apostle’s letters. All 
who are interested in the church of Christ will 
find this book to be of real interest. 
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DICTIONARY OF 


THE BIBLE 
Fourth Revised Edition 
868 Pages — $5.95 
@ Explains name, term, 
place found in the Bible 
e@ Clear and understandable 
language 
® Thoroughly true to the Bible 
@ Widely recognized 20th 
century scholarship 
Gift Edition, boxed, $7.50 


Please rush copies of Davis 
Diction=y of the Bible 
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NAME 
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BOOKS BY 
J. Gresham Machen 


Late professor of New Testament, 
and founder of Westminster Seminary 


WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY? 3.00 


Twenty-seven brilliant addresses and 
articles on religious aspects of public 
questions pertinent to the title, de- 
livered during Machen’s last years. 
Edited by Dr. Ned B. Stonehouse. 


GOD TRANSCENDENT 
and Other Sermons 2.50 


Twenty sermons and addresses de- 
livered in the closing days of Machen’s 
life. Foreword by Dr. Ned B. Stone, 
house. “The most worthwhile sermons 
during the last three decades.” 


THE ORIGIN 
OF PAUL’S RELIGION 3.00 


This well-known penetrating study 
of Paul’s Judaism and his relation to 
pagan thought constituted the James 
Sprunt Lectures delivered at Union 
Theological Seminary in Virginia. 





PAGE 24 





HICHER EDUCATION 


—_ 


KEEP IT BRIGHT 


God calls all ys.ing people to lifework 
which may be fo: them a Christian voca- 
tion, that in their daily work they may 
glorify their Heavenly Father and find 
satisfaction in doing His holy will. 


God calls some young people to full- 
time church service. 

The Presbyterian Church needs many 
dedicated full-time church workers as mis- 
sionaries, ministers, directors of Christian 
education, and in many other areas of 
specialized church work. 


Young man or woman, have you con- 
sidered full-time church service as a life 


vocation? Perhaps you are one whom God 


is calling to church work—missionary, min- 


ister, director of Christian education. 


Father and mother, will you dedicate 
your child to full-time church service if 
God calls? 


Preacher, have you presented God's call 
to youth? 


Director of Christian education, have you 
talked with young people about the work 
of the Church? 


Church officer, has your church supplied 
its quota of full-time church workers? 


Teachers and leaders, will you say a word 
to youth to encourage them to consider a 
church vocation? 


o o o cor o 


“Give of thy sons to bear the message 
glorious; 


Give of thy wealth to speed them on their 
way.” 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 

BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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